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9) 2.31 Opportunity to submit a proposed consent order.

(a) Where time, the nature of the proceeding, and the public interest permit, any individual,
partnership, or corporation being investigated shall be afforded the opportunity to submit through
the operating Bureau or Regional Office having responsibility in the matter a proposal for
disposition of the matter in the form of a consent order agreement executed by the party being
investigated and complying with the requirements of § 2.32, for consideration by the Commission
in connection with a proposed complaint submitted by the Commission's staff.

10) Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2003 of 16 December 2002 on the implementation of the rules
on competition laid down in Articles 81 and 82 of the Treaty (Text with EEA relevance)

(13) Where, in the course of proceedings which might lead to an agreement or practice being
prohibited, undertakings offer the Commission commitments such as to meet its concerns, the
Commission should be able to adopt decisions which make those commitments binding on the
undertakings concerned. Commitment decisions should find that there are no longer grounds for
action by the Commission without concluding whether or not there has been or still is an
infringement. Commitment decisions are without prejudice to the powers of competition
authorities and courts of the Member States to make such a finding and decide upon the case.
Commitment decisions are not appropriate in cases where the Commission intends to impose a
fine.
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