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WCO, Advance Rulings. “Under the provisions of Article 3 of the WTO Agreement on Trade
Facilitation, Members are required to issue advance rulings regarding the tariff classification and the
origin of goods in accordance with the provisions of that article. Members are also encouraged to
issue advance rulings for other areas such as Customs valuation and requirements for relief or
exemption from Customs duties.”
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14) WTO, Principles of the trading system, Predictability: through binding and transparency

Sometimes, promising not to raise a trade barrier can be as important as lowering one, because the
promise gives businesses a clearer view of their future opportunities. With stability and predictability,
investment is encouraged, jobs are created and consumers can fully enjoy the benefits of competition
— choice and lower prices. The multilateral trading system is an attempt by governments to make
the business environment stable and predictable.
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