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ICAO DOC 9962
3.2.2 The intent of

“independence” is that the [Accident Investigation
Authority] shall be functionally independent, in particular from the
State civil aviation authorities responsible for airworthiness, certification,
flight operation, maintenance, licensing, air traffic control or airport
operation and, in general, of any other party whose interests could
conflict with its ability to conduct its work, without interference or
influence from other organizations.

8.5.2 Victims and their families are not permitted to participate in

the investigation.
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Chapter 2 - THE ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION AUTHORITY
2.1 PRIMARY LEGISLATION AND STRUCTURE

2.1.7 The accident investigation authority must be strictly objective and
totally impartial and must also be perceived to be so. The authority
should be established legislatively in such a manner that it can withstand
political or other interference or pressure from other government
organizations, as well as from industry. Many States have achieved this
objective by setting up their accident investigation authority as an
independent statutory body or by establishing an accident investigation
organization that is separate from the civil aviation administration. In
these States, the accident investigation authority reports directly to
Congress, Parliament or a ministerial level of government that is different
than the Ministry which also oversees State aviation authorities; in
general, the Ministry of Transport.
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